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GUIDED INQUIRY AT WORK WITH THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM  

 

 

 
UNIT OVERVIEW 

 
• Subject/Year level: History, Year 7 
• Title of unit: The Mediterranean World - Egypt 
• Concept: Year 7 Inquiry Community will investigate Ancient 

Egypt and learn together the answer to the overarching 
question: Why was New Kingdom Egypt a “most glorious 
period” in ancient history? 
 

 
Key Inquiry Questions (from the curriculum) 

• How do we kow about ancient Egypt? 

• Why and where did ancient Egyptian society develop? 

• What were the defining characteristics of ancient Egyptian society? 

• What is the legacy of ancient Egyptian society? 

 
Curriculum Skills (including general capabilities) 

 
HT4-2 describes major periods of historical time and sequences 
events, people and societies from the past 
HT4-3 describes and assesses the motives and actions of past 
individuals and groups in the context of past societies 
HT4-6 uses evidence from sources to support historical narratives 
and explanations 
HT4-9 uses a range of historical terms and concepts when 
communicating an understanding of the past 
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 HT4-10 selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital 
forms to communicate about the past 
CCA General Capability: 
• Inquiring – identifying, exploring and organizing information and 

ideas; analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating information 
• Generating ideas, possibilities and action, 
• Reflecting on thinking, actions and processes. 
Personal and social capability: 
• Social management – work collaboratively 
Literacy: 
• Comprehend and compose texts through listening, reading, 

speaking, viewing and creating 
• Interpreting, analyzing, evaluating 
• Interacting with others 
 
Cross curricular: 
• Sustainability 
 

Key Inquiry Skills 
• Identify a range of questions about the past to inform a 

historical inquiry 
• Identify and locate relevant sources, using ICT and other 

methods. 
• Identify the orginand purpose of primary and secondary 

sources. 
• Locate, select and use information from a range of sources as 

evidence. 
• Draw conclusion about the usefulness of sources. 
• Develop historical texts, using descriptions and explanations 

that use evidence from a range of sources. 
• Use a range of communication forms (oral). 

Content description (from the curriculum) 
• The physical features of ancient Egypt (such as the River Nile) 

and how they influenced the civilisation that developed there 
(ACDSEH002)  

• Roles of key groups in ancient Egyptian society (such as the 
nobility, bureaucracy, women, slaves), including the influence of 
law and religion (ACDSEH032)  

• The significant beliefs, values and practices of the ancient 
Egyptians, with a particular emphasis on ONE of the following 
areas: everyday life, warfare, or death and funerary customs 
(ACDSEH033)  

• Contacts and conflicts within and/or with other societies, resulting 
in developments such as the conquest of other lands, the 
expansion of trade, and peace treaties (ACDSEH034)  

• The role of a significant individual in ancient Egyptian history such 
as Hatshepsut or Rameses II (ACDSEH129)  

Learning scenario 
Understanding life in New Kingdom Ancient Egypt. 
Year 7 History Inquiry Community 2014 
Why was New Kingdom Egypt a "most glorious period" in ancient history?  
 
Background: 
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• The New Kingdom (c.1550-1070 B.C.) was a most glorious period in Ancient Egyptian history.  
• During the New Kingdom period some of the most familiar pharaohs ruled over ancient Egypt, including Ramesses II, Tuthmose III, and 

Akhenaten.  
• Military conquests, empire building, prosperity and wealth, developments in art and architecture, and religious innovations marked the New 

Kingdom period.  
  

Your task: You are an inquiry community dedicated to finding out the answer to our BIG QUESTION: 
  

Why was New Kingdom Egypt a "most glorious period" in ancient history?  
  
First of all, the inquiry community will develop some background knowledge in class time, and also learn the skill of taking notes, using notecards.  
  
Next, you will choose ONE of the following list of aspects of life in Ancient Egypt at this time. You will work in an Inquiry Circle with other students 
who are interested in the same area. 
  

1. Pharaohs 
2. Egyptian society 
3. Religion 
4. Geography and natural resources 
5. Art and architecture 
6. Hieroglyphs and the Rosetta stone 
7. Contact with other societies. 
8. Legacy of Ancient Egypt. 

   
  
The Inquiry Circles:  

 
All Inquiry Circles MUST also answer the overarching Big Question question, by looking at TWO primary sources: How do we know? You 

will need to download and save two images of primary sources. 
 
1. Pharaoh’s Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: What were the duties of the Pharaoh in New Kingdom life? Did some Pharaohs do a better job than others? What do we 
know about female pharaohs?  

 
 
2. Egyptian Society Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: What was the Egyptian social pyramid, who was on it, and what did they do? What was its importance? 
 
3. Gods and Goddesses Inquiry Circle 
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Inquiry Question: What roles did the Gods play in Ancient Egyptian society? What did Ancient Egyptians believe about the after-life? What 
burial customs did they have? 

 
4. Geography and natural resources Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: What was the importance of the Nile River in Egyptian society? What other natural resources were there, and what was 
their importance? E.g. gold, salt and papyrus? 

 
5. Art and architecture Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: What does art and architecture tell us about Ancient Egyptian society? 
 
6. Hieroglyphs and the Rosetta Stone Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: What was the written communication of the Egyptians? How did it work? Why was the Rosetta Stone an important 
discovery for historians? 

 
7. Contact with other societies Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: With which peoples did the Egyptians come into contact? How did this happen? What was the impact of this contact? What 
is our evidence?  

 
8. Impact of Ancient Egyptian society on present day society Inquiry Circle 
 

Inquiry Question: In what ways has Ancient Egypt left an impact on today’s society? E.g. mathematics, paper making, myths and legends 
etc. 

 
Working in your inquiry circle, you will learn how to take notes on an aspect of the topic, then you will share these notes with the members of 
your inquiry circle. 
 
Next you will take part in a fishbowl activity, which contains one representative of each inquiry circle. Each member speaks of her area of 
expertise and answers questions. Other members take notes.  The idea of this is sharing all the information learnt by the Year 7 Inquiry Community. 
 
Finally        You will write an exposition text that answers the above BIG QUESTION. 
*Remember that you must be able to support any claims you make about Ancient Egypt with evidence. 
 
 

Congratulations on learning about New Kingdom Egypt through your own inquiry skills!  
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Assessment: Inquiry task – Overview – Description for students, with summary of key dates 
1. As an Inquiry community, you are to work to evaluate some primary sources from New Kingdom Egypt. You will share what you’ve observed 

about your primary sources to the whole group. 
2. Join your  Inquiry circle and share the work of researching  your questions, using notetaking cards 
3. Compile your notes into a Word document, which you submit to your teacher.  Date:  
4. Share what you’ve found out in a jigsaw group, where you will be the only one who knows anything about your particular bag of bones!  Date:  
5. Leave your inquiry circle, and make your own conclusions about the answer to the overarching inquiry question, and get ready to write your 

own expository text.   Date:  
 

Guided Inquiry Stage What the teaching team is doing - 
Strategies 

What students are doing – Tasks 

Description of OPEN: Create a powerful open that invites students to engage in the inquiry topic.  
INITIATION - Open 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gather class for a whole group session 
(inquiry community). 
Discussion: What is already known about 
ancient Egypt?  
What evidence do we have for that 
knowledge? Reinforce importance of 
sources/evidence. 
Introduce a source: eg tomb painting (eg 
image on task page or S2 p29) – what are 
the Egyptians telling us about their world? 
Students then work on some primary 
sources. 
Regroup at end to discuss what can be 
learned about the Ancient Egyptian world by 
looking at sources.  
 

Students are allocated into groups to 
investigate some primary sources (given to 
them).   They are to talk about what they 
observe in the sources about the Ancient 
Egyptian world, and to come to some 
conclusions from that observation, which 
they share with the inquiry community 

Resources: 
Laminated primary sources, e.g. wall friezes depicting daily life, pharaohs etc. Enough for 8 groups x 2 each.  
 
 
 
Description  of IMMERSE: Students build their background knowledge by immersion in the content. Students reflect on the content and 
select a topic for further investigation.  
 
SELECTION - Immerse 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry community session at start. 
Teacher librarian has set up stations in library 
with overview sources on New Kingdom 
Ancient Egypt.  Books, encyclopedias, 
Wikipedia, Pearsons. 

Immersion in the topic through differing 
stations – use books only. Use 3 different 
stations x 10 minutes at each station to find 
up to 10 key facts about ancient Egyptian 
society Homework: create a large post-it size 
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Instructions on gathering 10 key facts about 
Ancient Egyptian society.  Homework is to 
collate the key facts and choose a creative 
shape for presenting them.  
These are pasted on to classroom/library 
walls.  
Class time watching Clickview video: The 
Nile, with a worksheet 
 
Teacher input:  
Establish the chronology of Ancient Egypt 
definitions of dynasty, Kingdoms, 
Intermediate Periods. Briefly the 
achievements of each Kingdom. Our focus 
for the task ahead will be the New Kingdom – 
establish dates/dynasties and review features 
of this historical period. 

note collating key facts gained – choose the 
shape (might be creative – shape of an ankh, 
pyramid, pharaoh crown… 
Students are not in inquiry circles yet.  

Resources: 
Overview sources only:  Encyclopedia Britannica, Wikipedia, Pearsons Resource Centre.  
Simple books which present very much an overview of Ancient Egypt.  
Clickview, The Nile. 
Description of EXPLORE: Students browse and scan through a wide range and variety of resources to explore interesting ideas around 
their topic.  “Go broad” 
EXPLORATION - Explore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry community gathers to have inquiry 
task explained to them and to 
choose/allocate inquiry circles. 
Teacher/teacher librarian models skills of 
using notecards.  
This will take two lessons. Collect the cards 
at the end of each lesson and keep safe. 
 

Inquiry circles begin work of sharing the 
inquiry question allocated to each circle, and 
to begin to use sources to take notes.  Two 
different kinds of notecards.  One for 
summarizing one important idea from a 
source, and one for taking notes on primary 
sources, focusing on what evidence the 
source contributes to the topic you are 
investigating.  
Each member of the inquiry circle does three 
of each kind. 

Resources: 

Books and lap tops.  Books focusing on Middle Kingdom Egypt and also containing primary sources. On lap tops, students to access: 

• E text-book:Living in Ancient Egypt 
• History Resource Centre: 
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• Encyclopedia Britannica. 
• Pearson’s Resource Centre. 

Videos: Clickview: Gift of the Nile, Life under the Pharaohs 
• Ancient Egypt: National Geographic: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdtgX9ORiW4| 
• New Kingdom Egypt: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsMbsX-tvRk 

Websites: 
• Egypt’s Golden empire: http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/newkingdom/index.html 
• Egyptians: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/ 
• Virtual Library at Egypt’s Golden Empire: http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/virtual_library.html 
• Internet Ancient History Sourcebook: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/asbook04.asp 
• Egyptian death: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IKRMZhl3-c&playnext=1&list=PL15148663840378E2&feature=results_main 

 
Description of IDENTIFY: Students have been given inquiry questions – an overarching one, and individual ones for the inquiry circles.  
FORMULATION - identify 
 

 
 
 

Inquiry community session on how to collate 
group notes into a Word document.  Take 
care that one student doesn’t do it all!  
 
Second lesson: Teacher issues the collated 
information from the 7 groups (goal: that all 
have digested the information before fishbowl 
activity next lesson). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry circle members collate the notes now 
taken from 6 sources (2 x each member). 
Group goal, after teacher modelling: to 
collate, edit, synthesise all information in 
answer to their question. It should be 
summarized into ½ page, inclusive of 
reference to two sources, and given to 
teacher for whole class collation. 
Students (individually) to read /highlight the 
first two sections, develop questions to aid 
understanding. Rest to be done for 
homework 

Resources: 
Lap tops, notecards for inquiry circle read and organised to answer inquiry question 
Description of GATHER: collect detailed information from a variety of information sources – Share 
COLLECTION - Gather 
 

 
 

Inquiry community is given instruction on how 
the fishbowl is to operate and why.  The idea 
is that each fishbowl (3) consists of students 
from different inquiry circles.  
Goal:  
• to consolidate information read for 

homework and to build understanding for 
their exposition response.  

• To experience different sources of 

Each member speaks about her area of 
expertise, answers questions. Encourage 
each member to speak about her area rather 
than just reading and show the evidence for 
what she has found out. Other members ask 
questions, add further notes o are all from 
different inquiry circles. 
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 evidence – it is about what we know AND 
how do we know it! Students to bring 
copies of their primary sources. 

Teacher/teacher librarian circulate through 
the fishbowls to encourage and listen. May 
be interesting to film.  

 
Resources: Collated note books, space to spread out, notecards to jot ideas on.  
 
Description of CREATE/SHARE: Organise their gathered information to create their product – “Tell the story” 
PRESENTATION – Create / Share 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry community session: 
Now consider the Big Question: 
Why was New Kingdom Egypt a "most 
glorious period" in ancient history?  
that they will answer in the examination 
week. 
 Teacher input on:  

• Deconstructing the question  
• synonyms for ‘glorious’ 
• what is intro, body, conclusion 
• PEEL technique 

Create small groups (of 4 different inquiry 
circles) – brainstorm ideas to include in 
exposition 
Move to solo planning of exposition. 
 

Inquiry circles finished. 
Individual work, synthesing understanding, 
asking questions, creating a draft answer.  

Resources:Handout for students on how to write an exposition. 
Description of EVALUATE: Students reflect on their content learning and the progress through the inquiry process.  
 
Assessment – Evaluate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culmination conversation (teaching team) 
Teaching team (including teacher librarian) to 
meet soon after end of unit to evaluate it: 
Each person to speak on overall success or 
otherwise.   
Agree on what worked, what didn’t. 
Agree on action to fix it for next time. 
Discuss individual students who had difficulty 
or exceptional success. 

Culmination conversation (Students) 
Final class session in Inquiry circles, to 
evaluate their learning. 
Group to discuss these questions and 
compile an answer to be handed in at end of 
class: 

• Was our Inquiry Circle successful? 
• What did we find hard? 
• What did we find easy? 
• Does this way of learning suit our 

learning styles?  Why/Why not? 
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And to prepare an oral answer in the Inquiry 
community to : Why was New Kingdom 
Egypt a "most glorious period" in ancient 
history?  
Allow 20 minutes of lesson for sharing these 
answers – one per inquiry circle.  

Evidence Strategies / Assessment (Formative / Summative; Informal, formal) 
Exposition answering Big Question:  Why was New Kingdom Egypt a "most glorious period" in ancient history?  
Note cards from each inquiry circle 
Compilation of information from each inquiry circle 
Roles played in inquiry circle and in fishbowl activity 
Culmination conversation.  
Rubric: 

Task 13-15 
 (very high – high) 

10-12 
(high-substantial) 

6-9 
(substantial –satisfactory) 

1-5 
(progressing) 

Exposition: Why was New 
Kingdom Egypt a ‘most 
glorious’ period in ancient 
history?  

Presents a strong 
understanding of 
reasons why New 
Kingdom Egypt was a 
glorious period in 
ancient history. 
 
 Uses relevant 
evidence and 
historical terms to 
support arguments. 
 

Presents a sustained, 
detailed and well-
structured 
explanation. 

Presents a good 
understanding of 
reasons why New 
Kingdom Egypt was 
a glorious period in 
ancient history. 

Refers to evidence 
and uses historical 
terms. 

Presents a clear and 
structured 
explanation. 

 Presents an understanding 
of reasons why New 
Kingdom Egypt was a 
glorious period in ancient 
history. 

May refer to some 
evidence and historical 
terms. 

Presents some structured 
information. 

Makes a limited 
attempt to show 
some knowledge of 
New Kingdom Egypt 

May refer to 
evidence 

 Presents a simple 
recount of 
information 

	  	  Unit duration:  6 weeks and 3 days 
Duration details: 2 lessons per week.  
Actual start: 20 March 2014 
Actual end: 9th May, 2014 
 
 


